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	From
	Phil Mason

	
	
	Highway Design

	
	
	Place Directorate

	
	Phone
	07929 862689

	
	Email
	Phil.mason@salford.gov.uk

	

	To
	Paul Bridge
	Place Directorate

	Copy to
	Planning.contact@salford.gov.uk
	Place Directorate

	Date
	28 February 2023
	Reference
	2279944pm01SUIBoltonRoad

	Subject
	CONSULTATION RESPONSE (AIR QUALITY, NOISE AND LAND CONTAMINATION)



	Application Number:
	22/79944/FUL

	Proposal:
	Proposed removal of side window and form new access door to proposed new side elevation beer garden including paved area, artificial grass area, new ramped access and new close boarded fence

	Location:
	Red Lion Hotel  279 Bolton Road Salford M6 7GU



Thank you for consulting me on planning application 22/79944/FUL.  

Documents Reviewed:
1. Noise Impact Assessment, September 2022, Ref: J004023-5799-LK-01, PDA
Air Quality
There are no objections with respect to air quality.
Noise

The application seeks to introduce a side elevation external beer garden, as such there is potential for noise from the beer garden to impact nearby residential properties to the northwest and southeast.
The applicant has submitted a noise impact assessment (1 above) in support of the application.  The report includes a noise survey undertaken at representative locations to determine the existing noise climate at the noise sensitive receptors (NSR).
The noise climate in the area is dominated by road traffic from the nearby A580 East Lancashire Road.  Road traffic noise extends into the late evening. The noise survey shows an average ambient noise level at properties on Acresfield Road of 61 dB LAEQ 15-minute and 53 dB LAEQ 15-minute at properties to the rear.
To determine the impact of noise from people using the beer garden, The report is based on 11 No. tables and assumes 2 No. people speaking at once (raised voices) at each table.  In reality it is unlikely this situation would occur however it is considered a ‘worst case’ scenario to ensure a robust assessment.
A noise model has been utilised to determine the noise levels at the façade of the NSRs and considers the noise from the beer garden would be 43 dB(A) and 35 dB(A) at the Acresfield Road and Rear NSRs.
The noise from the beer garden is therefore considered to be 10dB or more below the existing background noise levels and the impact is likely to be insignificant.

Whilst I agree with the above assessment, this does not take into account the character of the noise.  Noise from people talking at an ordinary level is unlikely to have a significant impact due to the ambient road traffic noise, however if people were to start shouting/singing etc noise could have a significant adverse impact on health, quality of life and amenity, particularly during late evening hours.
As such, management of noise is paramount to ensure the beer garden can coexist alongside residential receptors.
The noise assessment includes a 900mm solid fence to the eastern boundary of the beer garden and a 1800mm solid fence to the south.  It is noted amended plans were received showing the 900mm fence reduced in height to 750mm.  As the assessment was based on the 900mm fence I consider this should remain as per the original drawing (PL.1944.101A January 2020).
Based on the above, I have no objections to the application on the grounds of noise subject to the following conditions;
· There shall be no live or amplified music, or televisions / screens used in the external beer garden area.
· Prior to first use the applicant shall erect a 900mm close boarded fence to the eastern boundary of the beer garden, and an 1800mm fence to the southern boundary of the beer garden.  The fence shall be constructed of a material with a minimum surface density of 10 Kg/m2 with no holes, gaps or other openings (including at the base).  The fence shall thereafter be maintained in perpetuity.
· The beer garden shall not be used outside the following hours
· Monday to Saturday 12:00 – 23:00
· Sundays 12:00 to 22:30
· Prior to the first use commencing the applicant shall submit and agree with the local planning authority management plan to control noise from customers.  The plan shall outline management controls aimed at reducing excessive noise (shouting, singing) etc from customers including when smoking outside the building (including details of signage to be erected).  The use shall be operated in accordance with the agreed plan at all times.

Land Contamination
There are no objections with respect to land contamination.
Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me.

Phil Mason MSc, PGDip Acoustics, MIEnvSc, MIAQM, MCIEH
Environmental Consultant | Salford City Council
T: 07929 862689 | E-mail: Phil.Mason@salford.gov.uk 
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