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	F.A.O. Nancy Thynne
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	20th January 2011


Dear Nancy
Irlam Swimming Pool, Liverpool Road, Irlam
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above application. I have looked at the site, the plans, and supporting documents and I make the following observations:
· The Design and Access Statement contains a brief section, (6.0), outlining a Crime Prevention Plan. There is a lack of detail within this ‘Plan’, which does not adequately address the security issues nor how they will be mitigated. There are broad references to surveillance, access controls and physical security but nothing specific. That said, the document does make reference to a Crime Impact Statement commissioned from GMP as forming the basis for the Crime Prevention Plan, but I know that you are aware that has not yet been released and, consequently, does not form part of the package of documents submitted in support of the application. 
· I take issue with the design of the existing and proposed car park. The scheme lacks a defined, sufficiently wide and protected pathway through the car park to guide users to the gates of the skate park and to the youth shelter. Damage to cars often happens where there is a lack of clarity of use of space e.g. cars park across footpaths resulting in accidental, or malicious, damage to cars as pedestrians squeeze between. 
· Consideration should be given to relocating the bin store to a more secure location, one that is remote from the youth facilities, and not in conflict with parking bays and surveillance over those bays.
· There is a potential conflict between parked cars and youth leisure facilities being in close proximity, such as is proposed here. Furthermore, the skate park, shelter, and steel panels alongside the footpath, screen the extremities of the car park from the Centre and existing spaces, thus reducing natural surveillance of this part of the proposed car park. The spaces furthest from the Centre are least likely to be used because of the additional distance from the Centre. Users of the car park may lack confidence in using the spaces because of the limited surveillance, and also because of the close proximity to the youth shelter. 
· The design of the existing and proposed car park should be reviewed to take account of potential conflicts with skate park users, youth shelter activity, and any perceived or actual threat to vehicles parked in remote parts of the car park as a result of the location of these facilities. A pedestrian route through the car park should be provided, one which provides a safe route the youth facilities without compromising the security of parked cars. The remote spaces in the car park should be either deleted from the scheme or relocated to a more ‘open’ location.
· The proposed works also present an opportunity to upgrade security on existing doors and windows that appear vulnerable, i.e., the flat roof on the south side of the Centre. This could be done by way of an appropriate condition requiring the submission of a detailed crime prevention plan to be submitted, approved and executed, which details the security measures to both the building and external areas of the site. Such a condition would not be necessary had the application included these details in the submitted documents, and that document formed part of the approved plans.
My support for the proposal is, therefore, dependant on the applicant adequately addressing the comments above. 
Yours faithfully
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Adrian Murphy

Consultant

e: adrian.murphy@designforsecurity.org






Not Protectively Marked

Not Protectively Marked


[image: image4.wmf] 

_1300600665.doc
[image: image1.png]Chester Hou

Boyer
Mancheste
M16 ORE

United Kingdom

Greater Manchester Police

desig nfo rsecurity i

www.designforsecurity.org








