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Dear Nancy
Thank you for consulting the GMEU

Planning application 18/71356/FUL 99 Hazelhurst Road

Summary

Sufficient ecological information has been supplied by an experienced consultancy.  The site is generally of low ecological interest. Ecological issues relating to proximity to a watercourse, nesting birds, invasive species and loss of biodiversity can be dealt with via condition and or informative.

Nesting Birds

Trees and shrubs will be lost to enable the development to proceed, potential bird nesting habitat. All British birds nests and eggs (with certain limited exceptions) are protected by Section 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, as amended. I recommend a condition along the following lines be applied to any permission.
No works to trees or shrubs shall occur between the 1st March and 31st August in any year unless a detailed bird nest survey by a suitably experienced ecologist has been carried out immediately prior to clearance and written confirmation provided that no active bird nests are present which has been agreed in writing by the LPA.

Japanese Knotweed

Large parts of the site are infested with Japanese knotweed.  Rhododendron is also present. Species such as Japanese knotweed and rhododendron are included within this schedule 9 part 2 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, as amended. It is an offence to introduce or cause to grow wild any plant listed under this schedule.  I recommend a condition along the following lines be applied to any permission.

Prior to any earthworks a method statement detailing eradication and/or control and/or avoidance measures for japanese knotweed and rhododendron should be supplied to and agreed in writing to the LPA.  The agreed method statement shall be adhered to and implemented in full unless otherwise agreed in writing by the LPA.

Contributing to and Enhancing the Natural Environment

Section 109 NPPF states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment.   The development will result in the loss of a small area of land much of which is in a negative ecological condition because of the presence of japanese knotweed. The watercourse is the only feature of ecological value which should be protected during construction and maintained.  I recommend the followibng conditions are applied to any permission.

A landscape plan shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the LPA, prior to commencement of development.  The content of the plan should include elements to mitigate for loss of trees, shrubs and bird nesting habitat.   The approved plan will be implemented in accordance with the approved details.

And

No development, site clearance, earth moving shall take place or material or machinery brought on site until a method statement to protect the watercourse from accidental spillages, dust and debris has been supplied to and agreed by the LPA.  All measure will be implemented and maintained for the duration of the construction period in accordance with the approved details.

If you have any questions please call,

David Dutton 
CEnv CMIEEM,
Ecologist GMEU.

GMEU provides an ecological advisory service to and on behalf of the ten district councils of Greater Manchester.

The Unit is attached to Tameside as lead authority.
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