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For the Attention of: Ms J Corcoran – Case Officer 
Salford City Council

[By Email: planning.contact@salford.gov.uk] 

26 November 2018 
 
Dear Ms Corcoran

PLANNING APPLICATION: 18/72421/DISCON 

Request for confirmation of compliance of conditions 3 (materials), 4 (landscaping), 5 (surface water drainage), 6 (coal mining), 8 (phase 2 - site investigation), 12 (site access), 15 (cellular confinement system), 16 (CMS) and 17 (method statement) attached to planning permission 18/71669/FUL (Erection of 5 no dwellings); Peel Mill Cottage, Peel Lane, Little Hulton, Salford, M28 0EL – Re-consultation 

Thank you for your notification of 14 November 2018 seeking the further views of The Coal Authority on the above.

The Coal Authority previously commented on this discharge of condition in a letter to the LPA dated 4 October 2018.  

The application is now supported by a Ground Investigation Report, dated November 2018 and prepared by Sub Surface North West Limited.  This report sets out details of the intrusive site investigations carried out on site and their findings.  

The report states that three boreholes have been drilled on site to depths of up to 30m.  Based on the findings of these investigations the report authors conclude that abandoned mineworkings are present and are of such a depth and character that they present a significant risk to ground stability and the integrity of the proposed development.  The report authors comment that they understand a piled foundation is proposed for the building and the ground conditions would be suitable for this but they should be designed to withstand additional loading and down drag generated from movements in the surrounding ground. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]When a site has been established as being at risk from past coal mining activity, as in this case, we expect remedial measures to be proposed to stabilise the site, in order to ensure the safety and stability of the development as whole.  Once this has been done we would then expect the foundation solution for the buildings to be designed, in order to take account of the treatment works carried out to stabilise the ground.  Piling of the buildings alone does not ensure the safety and stability of the wider development, including all external areas.   

It is therefore requested that further consideration is given to the risks posed to the development by the shallow coal mine workings established as being present on the site and additional commentary provided to the LPA by the report authors on this issue.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours sincerely

Melanie Lindsley 

Melanie Lindsley BA (Hons), DipEH, DipURP, MA, PGCertUD, PGCertSP, MRTPI   
Development Team Leader  

General Information for the Applicant

Under the Coal Industry Act 1994 any intrusive activities, including initial site investigation boreholes, and/or any subsequent treatment of coal mine workings/coal mine entries for ground stability purposes require the prior written permission of The Coal Authority, since such activities can have serious public health and safety implications.  Failure to obtain permission will result in trespass, with the potential for court action.  In the event that you are proposing to undertake such work in the Forest of Dean local authority area our permission may not be required; it is recommended that you check with us prior to commencing any works.  Application forms for Coal Authority permission and further guidance can be obtained from The Coal Authority’s website at:
https://www.gov.uk/get-a-permit-to-deal-with-a-coal-mine-on-your-property  

Disclaimer

The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory Consultee and is based upon the latest available data on the date of the response, and electronic consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's website for consultation purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject to review and amendment by The Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant for consultation purposes.

In formulating this response The Coal Authority has taken full account of the professional conclusions reached by the competent person who has prepared the Coal Mining Risk Assessment or other similar report.  In the event that any future claim for liability arises in relation to this development The Coal Authority will take full account of the views, conclusions and mitigation previously expressed by the professional advisers for this development in relation to ground conditions and the acceptability of development.
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