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Dear Aslan,

PLANNING APPLICATION NO: PA/2026/0083

Thank you for sending additional information from the ecologist in relation to the planning application above. I have incorporated their feedback into my response below with regards to Bats and kept my original suggestions for the application. I refer to the document ‘Bat Scoping Survey (PRA), February 2026 (Kingdom Ecology)’, and e-mail received 26th February, in my comments below.

Bats
The garage and areas of the dwelling that would be affected by the development works were assessed to have ‘negligible’ bat roosting potential. It is assumed from the plans that no trees will be removed or impacted by the works. 

As per further guidance from the ecologist, we recommend that Precautionary Working Methods should be implemented during works affecting the junction with the retained extension. Specifically, the interlocking roof tiles in this area should be carefully removed by hand under the supervision of a licensed bat worker who can respond appropriately in the unlikely event that bats are discovered. Following careful removal under ecological supervision, remaining works can proceed without further ecological input. This should be secured via a condition.
 
Planning policy encourages enhancements and net gains for biodiversity to be delivered through the planning system. Wherever possible, measures to enhance the site for biodiversity should be secured as part of this planning application and should include integration of at least two bat boxes onto mature trees within the garden (as per Section 4.2 of the PRA), which should be secured via condition, to provide biodiversity enhancements.

Nesting Birds
There is habitat suitable for nesting birds present on the site within the garden, and evidence of historic nesting birds in the dwelling. Work that will impact on habitats where nesting birds may be present (for example demolition and building works), should not be undertaken in the main bird nesting season (March – August) unless suitable checks for active bird nests have been undertaken. We would suggest that a condition to this effect be placed on any permission. 

Section 4.2 of the PRA also suggests that a sparrow terrace is implemented on the dwelling, to provide biodiversity enhancements, prior to occupation of the extension, which should be secured via a condition.

Other Protected Species
Protected species can turn up in unexpected places, and the granting of planning permission does not negate the need to abide by the laws which are in place to safeguard biodiversity. An informative should be used so that the applicant is aware that they must seek ecological advice should they find or suspect that the proposals will impact on protected species.

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)
The Application Form states that this is a ‘Householder’ application and therefore is exempt from a BNG assessment. Salford City Council must be satisfied that this is accurate.

Yours sincerely,
Abbey Bailey
Assistant Ecologist
GMEU provides an ecological advisory service to and on behalf of the ten district councils of Greater Manchester.
The Unit is attached to Tameside as lead authority.
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